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On the shoot

Veyron and Chiron cost the best
part of £2m each that is perhaps
just as well. And I don’t think they
would be particularly good oft-road.
The Bugatti Syndicate has been
going for a few years now and has
something like 150 members. This
year Ian Coley has taken about 40
days at shoots all round the country,
taking in grouse, partridge and
pheasant as well as some days abroad
in Spain and Argentina. Roving
syndicates have long been part of
our world but have traditionally
been relatively small with most
members familiar with the others,
but what we have seen over the
last eight to 10 years has been
the growth of much larger more
commercial syndicates where you
could quite easily shoot in a team
where you know no one else.

Easier when you
know who

These types of syndicates are
becoming popular with all sorts
of shooting people who perhaps
don’t have time to organise a

complete team of guns or prefer

to shoot at many different venues
and meet new, like-minded people.
Certainly the group of guns that
met at Prescombe’s lodge were a
diverse bunch. Two brothers who
don’t shoot many days a year but
buy each other the odd day here
and there, a pair of guns that shoot
quite a lot and quite often together,
a CEO of a multi-national and
another gun who shoots every week

e

and likes variety. For them and
many others the Bugatti Syndicate
and its ilk are the ideal way to
organise their shooting, offering

as they do lots of dates for that
crowded diary and a wide variety of
the country’s top venues.

The vast majority of teams that
visit Prescombe are repeat customers
so Stephen and his right-hand man
for many years, Nigel Brown, know
their abilities and preferences and »

There was always plenty of work for the gundogs to do.
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can tailor the day to fit. Not so with
guns drawn from a big syndicate.
After the day was done Stephen
told me: “The problem for me
today was not knowing the guns,
how well they would shoot and
their likes and dislikes. You have an
agreement with a team of guns and
have to fulfil that in as uncontrived
a way as possible. It is much easier
when you know the team and they
know you”.

For transport to the first two
drives the guns climbed onto a
trailer because both Church Bottom
and Lodge Kale are in Prescombe
Down National Nature Reserve, an
SSSI and home to the adonis blue,
marsh fritillary and grizzled skipper
butterflies and many rare grassland
plants. This means access is limited
so no string of 4x4s just the one
Detender pulling the trailer. This
worked out well and gave everyone

The birds on Church Bo
quality of the sport on off

a chance to introduce themselves to
the guns they hadn’t met before and
become reacquainted with those
with whom they had previously
shot. Both Edward Darbishire and
George Lockwood from Ian Coley
were on hand and helped to glue
the team together. In fact it was
quite a crowded trailer, besides

the nine guns there were loaders,
significant others and one or two
progeny. It wasn’t many minutes
before it sounded like a group of
old friends that had known each
other for years.

There are no pegs at Prescombe,
Stephen always puts the guns out
himself and it certainly has its
advantages. Not only can you fine
tune the gun line depending on the
conditions but the grassland remains
pristine both for subsequent guns
and any walkers that may use the
public footpaths. Prescombe is not

he overall

a shoot where the mechanics of
the keepers and beating team can
be admired, the transition from
steep slope to the flat tops is far too
abrupt for that. It is not a them-
and-us shoot, it is just that the
beaters are way up there and the
guns are way down there.

The first two drives seemed to go
without a hitch with a succession of
high, fast partridge up and down the
line. Ed Darbishire was loading for
Paul Snook who was accompanied
by his wife Vicky. Paul was double
gunning with a pretty pair of
Caesar Guerini 28 bores that he
had just taken delivery of after years
of shooting 20 bores. Even for a
very experienced shooter like Paul
switching guns can be fraught and
I am sure it helped having Ed’s
encouragement. At any rate he
started killing a goodly proportion
of the birds he took on. There were

no duffers in the line; Colin French
was a very elegant shot and his
friend Dr Richard Taylor certainly
knew where to point his gun.

We trundled back to where the
cars had been left and enjoyed a
very acceptable elevenses in the
warm sunshine before heading oft
in convoy for the second half of the
day. Brabazon and Rosemary’s both
rely on what is probably the steepest
and narrowest chalk valley I have
ever seen and the birds presented
were higher and more difficult
than on the previous two drives.
Interestingly enough for R osemary’s
the breeze was coming from the left
of the line and the sun was too so of
course the birds favoured the right-
hand side. Except they didn’t. While
everyone got shooting it was the left
hand end that got the lion’s share.

All too soon, it seemed, the
shooting was over for the day and
it was back to the farm for roast
lamb, excellent wine and the best
cheese selection I have experienced.
A commercial shoot like Prescombe
has to be efficient and it certainly
seems a very tight ship but it is
never going to be impersonal when
Stephen is at the helm. Stephen and
Nigel have a very relaxed style, the
day never seemed rushed and there
was no chivvying of the guns to

Dr Richard Taylor swaps places with Jill Haydon during
a thoroughly enjoyable day's sport.

finish their coffee and go.

My own shooting tends to be
quite modest and usually with
friends so I must admit I was a
little dubious about the whole large

On the shoot

use smooth feathers but, of course,

roving syndicate experience but

have to say it appeared to work
well. Everyone seemed to have
fun and get along and conversation
flowed. I am sure there must be
occasions when Ed Darbishire or
one of his colleagues may have to

that can happen with most teams
of guns. For many it must be the
perfect way to organise a season’s
shooting, simple and stress free. #&

For more information about the
shooting opportunities available
through lan Coley Sporting,
email: edward@iancoley.co.uk

The area guide

How to get there, where to
stay and what you’ll eat.

Prescombe is simple
to find and lies about
12 miles south west
of Salisbury on the
eastern edge of
the small village of
Ebbesbourne Wake.
As usual itis the
last three quarters
of a mile that is the
most difficult so go
prepared. By road the
shoot is two-and-
a-half hours from
London, and one-
and-three-quarters
from Bristol, while
Southampton airport
is 30 miles away.

The closest hotel
is Howard's House
(howardshousehotel.
co.uk) which offers
comfort and seclusion
in the charming village
of Teffont Evias. Also
nearby at Fonthill Gifford
is the splendid Beckford
Arms (beckfordarms.
com). A few miles to
the south at Farnham
is The Museum Inn
(museuminn.co.uk),
justifiably famous in
shooting circles for
providing excellent
accommodation and
superb cuisine.

TRAVEL STAY CATERING

The day began with
generously filled bacon
baps at the lodge.
Elevenses, bullshot,
sausages et al, was
eaten al fresco and after
the last drive the team
returned to the lodge
for roast lamb, followed
by a heavenly selection
of cheeses, coffee and
chocolates. Stephen
is very well known for
being something of a
wine connoisseur so
there is a good cellar
and all you oenophiles
out there will not be
disappointed.
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